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DEVOTIONAL CORNER

l‘ only paid the price, He also provided the vehicle to get us through this life

Resurrection Power

In John 11:25 & 26 “ Jesus said unto her
(Martha), | Am the resurrection and the life: He
that believes in me, though he were dead, yet
shall he live:... and whosoever lives and be-
lieves in me shall never die.” His question
then was “Do You Believe This?” In response
to this question, Do You? Do I? In one reply
to this question, the Apostle Paul in Philippi-
ans 3:10-11 said, "That | may know Him and
the power of His resurrection, and the fellow-
ship of His sufferings, being made conform-
able unto His death;... if by any means, |
might attain unto the resurrection of the
dead.”

Beloved the resurrection of Jesus Christ is
not some “feel good” story, it is the power of
God unto Salvation for us all. Theologian A.W.
Pink once said” We cannot make too much of
the death of Christ, but we can make too little
of His resurrection.. in pondering the suffering
of the Savior, let us not forget the glories that
followed.“ To which | can only add, Jesus not
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into life eternal.

Max Lucado in his book “No Wonder They Call Him Savior” makes this
statement, “The world seems to want to blame conditions on God, how
could He let things get so unfair and unjust... has it ever occurred to us
that He Himself was crucified for telling the best news this world is ever
going to hear? .. and that He made the way for us, a way that is plain, yet
sure!l .. when they put him to death He said ‘it is finished’ bowed His
head and gave up the ghost.. only to rise again on the third day never
ever, ever, ever, no not ever again to have to die on the cross ... but
rather to take His rightful, well earned place in the kingdom of God...AND
HE IS PREPARING A PLACE FOR US SO THAT WE MIGHT FOREVER BE
WITH HIM. - PROVIDING WE DO IT HIS WAY.”

What then should the power of the resurrection mean to me?
God'’s personal promise of my eternal life

The power to transform fearful men into courageous believers-our
opportunity.

3. My receiving the resurrection into my life by becoming born-again.

No power on earth could or can defeat or annul the resurrection of
our Lord.

5. The living presence of the resurrected Jesus will dispel the darkness
of doubt and fear from my life as well as other’s lives.

Beloved | close this devotional with 1 John 3:2-3 The Message: “ But
friends, that's exactly who we are: children of God. And that's only the
beginning. Who knows how we'll end up! What we know is that when
Christ is openly revealed, we'll see Him — and in seeing Him, become like
Him. All of us who look forward to His Coming stay ready, with the glis-
tening purity of Jesus' life as a model for our own.”

Pastor Jerry Boschen
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SPECIAL POINTS OF

INTEREST

e Nursery Care is provided
for ALL services, including
choir and band.

e Prime Timers, 2nd Tuesday

e Corporate Prayer— Check
this newsletter and the
calendar for scheduled
times of Prayer in the
Sanctuary.

e MOPS, 1st & 3rd
Tuesdays, 9:15-11:15AM
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A PLACE OF HOPE
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A/iETTER FROM PASTOR TED

The Power of Resurrection Life

“Jesus was crucified for what we had done, but He
was resurrected for what we can become”

The official celebration of Easter is fast
approaching. Personally, | love this time of year
because all of creation begins to awake. As the
trees start to bud and daffodils bloom we are
reminded once again that Jesus Christ rose from
the grave - victorious.

1 Co 15:55 'Death has been swallowed up in
victory! Where, O Death, is thy victory? Where,
O Death, is thy sting?'

56 It is sin that gives death its sting, and it is
the Law that gives sin its power.

57 But thanks be to God, who gives us the
victory, through Jesus Christ, our Lord.

Points to Ponder

Death cannot be seen because of victory. Jesus did
not rise again with weak arms and feeble knees.
Death was swallowed up in victory. Do you
remember the Sylvester and Tweety Bird cartoons?
On several occasions Sylvester was able to place
Tweety in his mouth, but Tweety always found a way
of escape because Sylvester never swallowed.
Praise the Lord - Death has been swallowed up in
victory! There is no weakness or recovery needed in
Jesus, but only 100% victory.

Victory that is provided to us is a gift from our
heavenly Father paid for by Jesus. No additional
payment is needed from you. No rituals are
needed. We must only accept this free gift.

“Jesus was crucified for what we had done, but He
was resurrected for what we can become”

As creation awakes, and spring arrives, | have
decided to accept the free gift provided by Christ
and to walk in a new level and understanding of
victory myself. | invite each one of you to make the
same decision.

Y

VOLUME 2, ISSUE 9

New Church Construction

The time for new construction has finally arrived.
Final permits are being pulled, the finishing touches
are being put on all the necessary contracts and
final loan approval has been granted. As a church
family, many of you have prayed for this day for
years.

With the current economic conditions in our world
some might question the logic behind proceeding
forward. Here is an outline of reasons for moving
forward:

® We have placed our trust in God from the
beginning for His perfect timing in the alignment of
every detail.

®  Current economic conditions have allowed for a
1.1 million dollar reduction in cost.

® |nterest rates are operating at or near historic
lows

® Faith in God and the conviction that Jesus is
Lord of GJFA.

® | eadership Teams are asking for wisdom and
exploring all options including but not limited to:

O Streamlined Budgets

O Multiple income producing options for the new
facility.

O Refinancing options once construction is
complete.

| would ask that each of you pause for a moment
and offer thanks to God for His provision and
direction to this point. After that moment is taken
let’'s then ask God to be glorified in every step going
forward. Jesus is Lord of GJFA!

Moving Forward,

Pastor Ted Miller
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UPCOMING EVENTS

Apr 5- PM Hymn Sing

Apr 11- The Great Egg Hunt

Apr 12- Easter

Apr 14- Prime Timers Potluck
Apr 17-19 District Fine Arts

Apr 19- Baby Dedications

Apr 19- New Members’ Class
Apr 25- ShareFest Community Outreach
Apr 26- New Members’ Class
Apr 26- Neighborhood Outreach
Apr 30- Widows Night Out

As | sit here typing
this, we as a staff are
/| getting prepared for
one of our TEAM
meetings. By the time
you have read this,

the meeting will have
happened, but | wanted to take a moment
and review the big concept that was
covered, and that’s team.

You see, the hallmark of any great team, be it
in the sports world, corporate world or in the
church world, is trust. The absence of trust
makes it impossible to have a highly
functioning, highly productive team. Without
trust a team can never make it out of the
starting blocks and become the team that
God had in mind for them to be.

Trust, in the context of team, is choosing to
believe that the people around you want the
same thing as you do, and are therefore
pulling in the same direction. Sure, people
may not agree on the best way to end up at
the desired destination (in fact great teams
rarely agree on the best way to do
something), but the desired destination is
always mutual.

One of the best books | have ever read on
teamwork is The 5 Dysfunctions of Team by
Patrick Lencioni. He covers this trust issue
in great detail and he also covers the rest of
the ingredients that great teams have, and
mediocre teams always seem to miss. If
you’re interested in what it takes to be a
great team | encourage you to give this
book a try.

Have a great day!

Pastor Brian Steele

RYAN’S REALM

ShareFest Community-wide service is fast
approaching this year. You may be reading
this and asking, “ Wh
of our churches through the city is an

individual light to the Grand Junction
community. The question is this: How bright

of a light can we shine if we bring all our
churches together for one day?

As the churches in the valley show, in a
tangible way, that we care for the community,
it will send a great message showing our love
for God and the love our churches have for
the people in the community. The result will
be: Proclamation + Demonstration =
Transformation!

There are a lot of needs around our
community. Ifyou would like to know more
about this event, log onto
www.gjsharefest.com and read the
testimonials and history about ShareFest.

On April 25 we will be taking a group at SAM
to the meeting area and dispersing into the
community and helping out where we can. If
you would like more info, please email myself
at rcook@gjfa.org or Brenda Schafer at
Heisd14me(@msn.com or call the office at
243-0731.

Let’s be a Ilight in
Remember, several combined influences have
a greater impact than just one.

Be Blessed-Pastor Ryan

MUSIC MINISTRY

Lemonade

Waiting for God is never fun - waiting for
Him to bring us through, to deliver us might
seem like a lifetime - but the point is that
HE WILL DELIVER US!

I've always been taught that when life gives
you lemons, make lemonade. The
difference between lemons and lemonade
are two key ingredients: Water and Sugar.
What better water do we have than the
Word of God!

Let’s look at Psalms 40:1-3

If you would like this newsletteiled to you, please let us know
by sending your name anthié address to us at jjones@gjfp.org
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“I waited patiently for the LORD; He turned
to me and heard my cry.

He lifted me out of the slimy pit, out of the
mud and mire;

?'316t set jﬂffeetsoftv1 aarcgcl?aﬁaeggvé n:))e”a

firm place to stand.

He put a new song in my mouth, a hymn of
praise to our God.

Many will see and fear and put their trust
in the LORD.”

This Psalm is a psalm of praise for God’s
Deliverance! He hears our cry and turns to
us. He wants a relationship with us - His
desire is to be face to face with you and me
and relationship is the first step to
receiving God’s deliverance.

He lifts us out of our slimy pits of yuck and
sets our feet on a rock. That rock is Jesus,
our Savior! Not only does he set us on a
sure foundation but, in that sure
foundation, we have a firm place to stand.
We have no reason to fear - Jesus is
turning what looked and tasted sour into
something so sweet and refreshing.

| hope that you can see that the water of
the word mixed with the sweetness of
relationship turns what looked like a sour
life into a sweet drink offering to our Lord
Jesus. The moment He turns to us and
hears us is the moment that relationship is
formed and He begins working on our
belallf. The Bilttersaysithat wiien we draw
close to God He will draw close to us.

Not only does God’s deliverance effect
where we stand but it will also effect what
comes out of our mouth. He promises a
New Song in our mouth of Praise to Him. It
is interesting to me that the next line says,
“many will see...” this helps me to know
that my song is more than words, my song
comes from my heart and shows in my life,
my song is His Grace! People will See Him,
Fear Him and put their Trust in Him all
through our New Song or we could say
through our Lemonade! So next

time you hear the statement, “

When life gives you lemons, a )
make lemonade” think about =
Psalms 40:1-3 -

Enjoying My Lemonade, ‘

Tami Miller

PRAYER SCHEDULE

(] Mondays 12:00-1:00pm-Sanctuary

. Tuesdays 8:45-9:45am—Sanctuary

. Thursdays 6:30-7:30am—Sanctuary
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MISSIONS

In spring 2010, a new International English
-language church will be established in
Paris called “The Bridge”. Robby Bradford,
AGWM missionary to Paris, will head up a

team of International and American
missionaries, whose purpose will be to
reach out to the diverse population of

Paris. The Bridge will focus primarily on the
immigrant population living there. Robby
visited with us the first weekend in March
and was able to share his story and the
success of a similar ministry he established

in the Netherlands. GJFA generously
provided a special offering for Robby’s

project and the MC has added The Bridge

to our list of supported missionaries.

Have you noticed the map in the north

foyer? You support those folks with your
generous pledges and donations to the
General Missions Fund. Please stop, pick
out one or two, and this coming month add
them to your daily prayer list. Even though

times are hard for many of them, they

continue to praise the Lord and are in awe
of the mighty power of His hand in their
work. They also always humbly express

their appreciation for your continued
support.

If you are interested in contacting any of
our missionaries, want more information
about them, the Missions Committee in
general, or missions’ work trips, please talk

with a member of the Missions
Committee. God bless you and your
generous spirit toward Missions.

—Donna Wernet

March was an amazing month for our
Youth Ministry. We completed an illus-
trated sermon series that involved a lot of
talented students. Through this series we
saw many students allow God to touch
their lives in a real way. Through creative
drama and messages that are very

PRIME TIMERS

When things in your life seem almost too
much to handle, when 24 hours in a day is
not enough, remember the mayonnaise jar
and 2 cups of coffee.

A professor stood before his philosophy
class and had some items in front of him.
When the class began, wordlessly he picked
up a very large and empty mayonnaise jar
and proceeded to fill it with golf balls.

He then asked the students if the jar was
full—they agreed that it was. The professor
then picked up a box of pebbles and poured
them into the jar. He shook the jar lightly.
The pebbles rolled into the open areas be-
tween the golf balls.

He then asked the students again if the jar
was full. They agreed it was. The professor
next picked up a box of sand and poured it
into the jar. Of course, the sand filled up
everything else. He asked once more if the
jar was full. The students responded with a
unanimous ‘yes’.

The professor then produced two cups of
coffee from under the table and poured the
entire contents into the jar, effectively filling
the empty space between the sand. The stu-
dents laughed.

“Now,” said the professor as the laughter
subsided, “l want you to recognize that this
jar represents your life. The golf balls are the
important things—God, family, children,
health, friends, and favorite passions—things
that if everything else was lost and only they
remained, your life would still be full.”
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“The pebbles are the other things
that matter, such as your job, house,
and car. The sand is everything else—
the small stuff.”

“If you put the sand into the jar first,”
he continued, “there is no room for the
pebbles or the golf balls. The same
goes for life. If you spend all your time
and energy on the small stuff, you will
never have room for the things that
are important to you. “ So...

Pay attention to the things that are
critical to your happiness. Play with
your children. Take time to get medi-
cal checkups. Take your partner out
to dinner.

There will always be time to clean the
house and fix the disposal.

“Take care of the golf balls first—the
things that really matter. Set your
priorities. The rest is just sand.”

One of the students raised her hand
and inquired what the coffee repre-
sented. The professor smiled.

“I'm glad you asked. It just goes to
show you that no matter how full your
life may seem, there’s always room for
a couple of cups of coffee with a
friend.”

Please share this with other “Golf
Balls.” 1just did.

—Maxine Elliott

relevant to our teen culture we have seen
some numerical growth as well. | know with all
my heart God has put a vision within my Spirit
that there’s so much more. More students to
reach, more ground to take, and more lives to
touch. This month of April we will be attending
our District Fine Arts event in Longmont Colo-
rado. We have a great group of students at-
tending this event, and I'm really looking for-
ward to seeing God use their talents for His
Glory.

Also, please email me at

pastormike@gjfa.org if you would like
to receive my monthly newsletter
entitled “the parent pulse”. Once
again, thank you for your support and
prayers.

Be Blessed,

Pastor Mike Wallis
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